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THE SWISS CONFEDERATION AND THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA 

TRANSFER THEIR DISPUTE  
CONCERNING THE M/T “SAN PADRE PIO” TO THE TRIBUNAL 

 
On 17 December 2019, the Swiss Confederation and the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria transmitted a special agreement and notification to the International Tribunal 
for the Law of the Sea (“the Tribunal”) to submit to the Tribunal their dispute concerning 
the arrest and detention of the M/T “San Padre Pio”, its crew and cargo. The M/T “San 
Padre Pio” is a motor tanker flying the flag of Switzerland, which was arrested by 
Nigerian authorities while it was allegedly engaged in ship-to-ship transfers of gasoil 
in Nigeria’s exclusive economic zone.  

Arbitral proceedings under Annex VII to the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea (“the Convention”) were instituted by Switzerland against Nigeria on 
6 May 2019. Pending the constitution of the arbitral tribunal, a request for the 
prescription of provisional measures under article 290, paragraph 5, of the Convention 
was submitted to the Tribunal by Switzerland on 21 May 2019. The Tribunal prescribed 
provisional measures by Order of 6 July 2019. 

During consultations with President Paik, held at the Tribunal on 2 and 
3 December 2019, the Parties agreed to transfer the dispute to the Tribunal. The case 
has been entered in the List of cases as Case no. 29. 

 
 

Note: The press releases of the Tribunal do not constitute official documents 
and are issued for information purposes only. 
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